The first description of abacterial urethritis is attributed to Guiard (1897) and his observation was confirmed by Barlow (1899) who also reported that contagious discharges could occur in which no organisms were detectable. Conventionally, when cases of non-gonococcal urethritis are examined by Gram-stained smears, if no organisms are seen the discharge is termed "abacterial"; if a mixture of organisms is present the disorder is frequently termed "non-specific". For over 70 years attempts to identify causative organisms in non-gonococcal urethritis have met with only partial success. Some of the investigations carried out on mycoplasmata, Haemophilus vaginalis, anaerobic organisms, viruses, and on the role of allergy have been reviewed by Morrison (1967) . The organisms found in cases of non-specific urethritis may include staphylococci, streptococci, diphtheroids, coliforms, B. subtilis, and B. proteus. It is notable that Doderlein's bacillus, though normally present in the vagina from the onset of menstruation to the menopause, is almost never seen in smears of male urethral discharges. Harkness (1950) described a case of desquamative urethritis in which B. crassus was found, but he considered it a commensal; he also referred to one case described and another quoted by Brunauer (1927).
The first description of abacterial urethritis is attributed to Guiard (1897) and his observation was confirmed by Barlow (1899) who also reported that contagious discharges could occur in which no organisms were detectable. Conventionally, when cases of non-gonococcal urethritis are examined by Gram-stained smears, if no organisms are seen the discharge is termed "abacterial"; if a mixture of organisms is present the disorder is frequently termed "non-specific". For over 70 years attempts to identify causative organisms in non-gonococcal urethritis have met with only partial success. Some of the investigations carried out on mycoplasmata, Haemophilus vaginalis, anaerobic organisms, viruses, and on the role of allergy have been reviewed by Morrison (1967) . The organisms found in cases of non-specific urethritis may include staphylococci, streptococci, diphtheroids, coliforms, B. subtilis, and B. proteus. It is notable that Doderlein's bacillus, though normally present in the vagina from the onset of menstruation to the menopause, is almost never seen in smears of male urethral discharges. Harkness (1950) described a case of desquamative urethritis in which B. crassus was found, but he considered it a commensal; he also referred to one case described and another quoted by Brunauer (1927) .
In cases of non-specific urethritis there is frequently a lack of genital cleanliness, particularly in uncircumcised men, and in their sexual partners the presence of smegma around the clitoris and around the labia is as frequent. It has, therefore, seemed reasonable to consider the possible role of the smegma bacillus in non-specific urethritis. Smegma bacilli, though Gram-positive, are not easily stained by this method and are therefore unlikely to be seen during routine smear examination in cases of non-specific urethritis.
In this investigation, in addition to standard procedures an acid-fast staining method has been employed.
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Methods
In male cases, Gram-stained and wet smears of the urethral discharge were examined in the clinic to exclude N. gonorrhoeae, Candida albicans and Trichomonas vaginalis. The stained slide results were confirmed in the laboratory to which additional specimens of urethral secretions for culture were submitted in Stuart's transport medium.
In female cases, Gram-stained smears from the urethra, cervix, and vagina and wet smears of the vaginal secretion were read in the clinic and laboratory confirmation was carried out as in the male cases.
An extra smear of the urethral discharge was taken from each man, and from each woman a smear was taken from the labia minora and vestibule. If no gonococci, candida, or trichomonads were seen in the routine smears, these extra smears were stained by the ZiehlNeelsen method described by Gurr (1957 about three times as many uncircumcised patients as circumcised, and the majority of the former had an accumulation of smegma beneath the prepuce, but these two factors seemed to have had no effect on the results. In the case of the one uncircumcised man whose sexual contact was examined and found to have acid-fast organisms, there is the possibility that his urethral smear findings were due to contamination from his own smegma, but this seems unlikely as there would certainly have been similar cases in the series. These results support the contention of Harkness (1950) that it is exceptional for preputial discharges due to non-gonococcal organisms to infect the mucous membrane of the urethra. (Table II) . 
ADDENDUM
During the preparation of this paper, Doderlein's bacillus was found in the urethral smear of one of the patients in this series (Fig. A) and in the centrifuged deposit of the first urine specimen of another (Fig. B) 
